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PREFACE 




DR.T.S.SRIDHAR 
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INTRODUCTION 



Buddhism was prevalent for several centuries as a very popular 
religion in South India, particularly in the Andhra area. The collection of 
Buddhist antiquities in the Government Museum, Chennai came from over 



HISTORY OF AM AR AVATI: 















CASING SLAB 








CASING SLAB 




Mara stands with a club in his hand. The scene on the left shows the Buddha suggested 
by the empty throne Below the Bodhi tree, being adored by monks, laymen and 

means, "(Adoration) to Siddhartha's! Gift of coping stone to the great stupa of the Lord 

200-250AD. Acc.No.221 












200-250 AD. 



200-250 AD. 



200-250 AD, 
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ANCESTRAL FORM OF LATER GANESA 














DESCENT OF BODHISATTVAAS A WHITE ELEPHANT TO BE BORNE BY MAY 
The story of the descent of the Bodhisattva as a white elephant to be born of 
Maya is depicted. The palanquin containing the elephant .i.e, the 
Bodhisattva is borne by dwarfs who are carrying it form theTushita heaven. 
The Bodhisattva is followed a preceded by flying devas. Above, in the semi- 




200-250AD. 
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Fragment showing a dwarf feeding a curious animai. 
Shows a dwarf feeding a curious animal with stag's 
horn and lion's face beside which is seated another 


Acc.No.258 










200-260AD. 2 








VIDHURAPANDITA JATAKA 





MARA IN COUNCIL 













COPING FRAGMENT 




COPING FRAGMENT 



The story of Kavikumara (Kavikumaravadana) is represented here. King of 
Pancala had two wives. Lakshana and Sudharma. The son of Lakshana 

arrangements to kill the boy if one were to be born to her. Sudharma , who 
was pregnant, naturally sought protection from the minister and when she 

who thought no more of the prediction, On the other hand, Sudharma's son 
. Kavikumara as growing among fishermen in ail splendour. This was 
reported to the king. He at once sent men on horse to purse and kills the 
boy. The boy escaped the danger with the magic jewel given by his mother 


and finaNy with (heart of magic deceived the king and killed him. At the top 
in tile centre of the panel, in great haste. The scene at the lower left comer 

roofed buts are noteworthy. The inscription at the top means ,of the 
superintendent of the water house of the king SriSivamaka Sada.” 


Acc.No. 124 


BASE PORTION OF PILLAR 




CROSS BAR 




CROSS BAR 


PILLAR STORY OF THE 



CROSS BAR 




CROSS BAR 



COPING FRAGMENT SOME SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF THE BUDDHA 







FRAGMENT OF PILLAR 

STORY OF MANDHATA, THE UNIVERSAL MONARCH 







CROSSBAR 








CROSSBAR 



OWER PART OF PILLAR 

STORY OF UDAYANA AND HIS QUEENS 




COPING FRAGMENT 
UNIDENTIFIED SCULPTURE 




CROSS BAR (BROKEN) 

SOME SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF 
THE BUDDHA 





TOP PORTION OF PILLAR STORY 
OF THE DESCENT OF THE 
BODHISATTVA AS A WHITE 
ELEPHANT TO BE BORNE BY 




Bodhisattva is borne by dwarfs who are carrying it form the Tushita heaven. 
TheBodhisattva isfollowed a preceded by flying devas. Above, in the semi¬ 
circular panei. the Bodhi tree is worshipped by devas. The border at the top 



PART OF OLD RAILING 





COPING FRAGMENT 



COPING FRAGMENT 







COPING FRAGMENT 






SLAB 





FRAGMENT OF A FRIEZE:A SCENE FROM THE LIFE OF THE BUDDHA 
200-250 AD 



FRAGMENT CONTAINING FLYING DEVAS 
CARRYTHE HEAD DRESS OF SIDDHARTHA 

200-250 AD 










Fragment depicting the Story of Vessentara, the gracio 


Fragment showing the 5 


Fragment showing Three nimbate Buddhas under the 
Bodhi tree each attended by a man. 


Astupa within an enclosure is shown. Woi 
through the arched gateways. 

200-250 AD 



Fragment showing mutilated figures 
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200-250 AD 








<AGMENT (MAHABHINISHKRAMANA) 






STONE OBJECTS 


BHATTIPROLU 






3. Casket number three - It also consists of two parts, the lid and the 
means, "By the Committee of the venerable Arahadina (was given a 



. .gift by the women from Nandapura 





BUDDHA ERAIYUR 
12TH CENTURY A.D 
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